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L E T T E R F R O M
T H E P R E S I D E N T

P

raeses omnibus sodalibus necnon collegis
Societatis Classicae Novae Angliae salutem
dicit. Ego Societasque valemus!
By custom, the President writes an inspiring and inspiriting message in these pages each quarter. We have little need of
external inspiration at this time of the year, though, as we anticipate the new academic year: the promise of new beginnings, new
students, new texts is inspiring enough.
While most Americans make resolutions for the new calendar year on 1 January, for us teachers the time to make resolutions is now. Here are some of my own. In my beginning
language class, I will make sure they learn the 40 or 50 most important words and I won’t worry about the thousand words the
textbook exposes them to. In my intermediate classes, I will remind the students that they’re not expected to be fluent already,
but remind them that it is possible to learn to read fluently, with
time and patience. I will encourage my advanced students and
honors candidates to push beyond good work to excellent work.
I will nurture and encourage the group of first-year students in
my Greek literature in English class, showing them how college
works and introducing the glories of classical literature. And I
will enjoy the whirlwind of tasks, responsibilities, and connections that come with being President of CANE.
One particularly pleasant task is to remind you about the
opportunities CANE provides for members. You can attend the
Annual Meeting, this year on 17–18 March at Phillips Exeter
Academy; you’re invited to submit a 15-minute paper for presentation, or to propose an extended workshop. You can attend
the CANE Summer Institute, 10–15 July at Brown University.
You can apply for a grant from our discretionary fund or for one
of our several scholarships for travel or for education. Further
information, not surprisingly, is on our web site.
— 182 —

I have addressed this note to members of CANE, my colleagues.
For me, this is a key point: within CANE, we are peers and
colleagues. There is no other classical society in the US where
faculty from colleges, high schools, middle schools, and elementary schools; graduate students; and independent scholars are all
equally welcome and equally part of the running of the society.
SCS focuses on scholarship; teaching is less important there.
ACL focuses on teaching, particularly at high-school level; its
concerns aren’t quite the same as those of college faculty. Other
regional associations and state associations emulate one or the
other. But at CANE, the high-school faculty don’t look down
on the college folks as second-rate or uncaring teachers, and the
college faculty don’t patronize the high-school teachers as unscholarly: we all get to be teachers and scholars together, we all
go to the same sessions at the Annual Meeting, and we all talk
to each other. No other association, to my knowledge, makes a
point of including both groups in its governance structure, as
we do: our Executive Committee always includes both college
and high-school teachers, and the presidency alternates between
the two. CANE is for all of us, because we’re all doing the same
work.
My best wishes to all of you as the summer draws to an end.
Anne Mahoney, Tufts University
President, Classical Association of New England

— 183 —

